Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #9 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by emailing Stephanie stephaniem@vicnet.net.au at Libraries Online.

Could this be the next Google? Wisenut


 HYPERLINK http://www.wisenut.com/ 

http://www.wisenut.com/


We all know how popular and useful Google is, as this article from the Australian Financial Review attests 
 HYPERLINK http://afr.com/it/2001/06/29/FFX0P14FHOC.html 

http://afr.com/it/2001/06/29/FFX0P14FHOC.html
 .

Wisenut does not use Boolean, but + and – signs are used. It searches 25 languages and so far their spider has been able to index 800 million pages on the web. Its searches are ranked according to WISErank, a patent pending combination of traditional text analysis and context-sensitive link analysis.
As seen on the Virtual Library Website-Earthtrends
http://www.earthtrends.wri.org
Earthtrends is an environmental information portal that has been developed by the World Resources Institute. It presents information on global topics such as coastal and marine ecosystems, climate and atmosphere, population trends and energy resources. You can obtain a country’s profile in a pdf format.

Legal site to look for- Lawmap

http://www.lawmap.com.au
This site is free and provides accessible legal information to academics, the legal profession and the general public. Two of the people involved are a librarian and a barrister. The site links to journals, courts, online law databases and current events, including Hot Topics.
Fashion Tip- Wear Red!

Be bright, and bold, make a statement! Stand out from the rest of the crowd. You can start out with accessories like a red handbag, or go crazy with red hair, red shoes and a red suit. After several washes, it’ll be a great pinky colour to wear for spring!
Magazines Plus At Frankston

http://www.frankston.vic.gov.au/doc_display.asp?document_id=192
The Frankston library have developed a magazine, news and article searching directory which is called Magazine Plus. Based around library's own collections, it has applications for other libraries, as there is much here would be broadly relevant. Local newspapers and online LOTE news services as appropriate to a library service’s demographic area could be added. 
If your library service has an innovation you would like to promote, please email Stephanie stephaniem@vicnet.net.au at Libraries Online.
Hot off the press- Britannica Goes Back to Fee-Based – From Research Buzz 

www.britannica.com
“Britannica.com, which caused a huge stir in the fall of 1999 when it made its online offering free, announced Wednesday morning that it was moving back to a fee- 

based model."In the next few days" visitors to the site will be required to pay US$5 a month or US$50/year to access the full-text of the site. Britannica is planning to add more databases to the site later in the year, including one for video clips and an encyclopedia especially for students grade 5-9. There will also be additional navigation options for Encyclopedia Britannica content. And of course the premium service will be free of banner and pop-up ads (for US$50 a year I'd expect at least no pop-up ads.) This doesn't mean that there will be no free offerings at the site. Opening paragraphs for all encyclopedia articles will be made free. Britannica's Internet Guide will also be free, as well as some selected news articles. There are plans in place to make a "quick fact" encyclopedia available later this year. You can 

get more information about all this in Britannica.com's press release at 

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/010718/cgw013.html “

The Virtual Library Zone is edited by Brendan Fitzgerald and Stephanie McGlinchey.

