Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #8 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by emailing Stephanie stephaniem@vicnet.net.au at Libraries Online.

Latest additions to the Virtual Library-E-Books Resource Centre

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/infonet/ebooks.htm
A page that provides links to e-book sites in English and Languages Other than English, to E-Book sites from Hot Topics and an E-Book Primer.

Historyworld.net

http://www.historyworld.net 

Did you know that the first British news publication to break the news of the United States Declaration of Independence was the Belfast News Letter? Historyworld’s strength is British history, and is a collaborative site, where museums, galleries and libraries can make contributions.

The site can be searched using keywords, or browsing the articles and time lines. The display of the article does though take a bit of getting used to- the user can read only one paragraph at a time and the page has to be refreshed to view the next paragraph requires patience, a rare virtue nowadays!

Our Nation’s album- The Library’s first 100 years.

http://www.nla.gov.au/history/ 

The National Library of Australia celebrates its centenary and invites users to view an online exhibition of its history.

Featured Sites- Dictionaries Online

Useful for those virtual librarians who don’t have a handy concise Macquarie hanging around the Information Desk. Most of these sites are aimed at encouraging users to purchase their print versions. 

http://www.Merriam-Webster.

HYPERLINK "http://www.merriam-webster.com/"
com
Includes access to the Collegiate Dictionary and Thesaurus word of the day which can be emailed to your inbox, as well a daily word game. This site also offers the option of placing a free dictionary search box on your website.
http://www.lineone.net/dictionaryof/difficultwords/index.html 

The Hutchinson Dictionary of Difficult Words is an English site which allows the user to enter a word for a definition, or browse the list of words alphabetically. Lists nearly 14,000 words.

http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/
An Australian site which allows the user to search the Macquarie Concise Dictionary, and browse the Book of Slang. It includes a word of the week, and access to KiD, the Kids Internet Dictionary, which allows youth to create their own dictionary database that is country-specific. 

The Virtual Library zine is edited by Brendan Fitzgerald and Stephanie McGlinchey at Libraries Online.

