Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #47 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 17 February 2003

It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
Once again there were heaps of sites, so much so here is the A-Z of the Internet (and Victoria's Virtual Library, of course!)

A is for Ask a Librarian

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/asklibrarian
Yarra Plenty is handling the questions for February. If your library does not have an online reference service, why not link to ours? Also, if your library is interested in taking part in the service please contact Stephanie at stephaniem@vicnet.net.au

B is for Bookwire

http://www.bookwire.com
Bookwire is a comprehensive gateway to books and the book industry. A great site for avid readers, publishers and librarians, Bookwire has links to journals and extensive databases, including Books in Print.

C is for Calendar

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/infonet/calendar.cgi?4
Does your committee or organization have meetings you wish to advertise to the greater library network? If you do, please contact Stephanie at stephaniem@vicnet.net.au and we can let you add your events!

D is for Dictionary- the Devil's!

http://www.thedevilsdictionary.com/
The Devil's Dictionary by Ambrose Bierce is now online- a bit dark in colour and no search facilities (you have to browse alphabetically). 

E is for erratum…Ozguide update

http://www.journoz.com/
Following the last zine regarding this directory aimed at journalists, the creator Belinda Weaver, has moved it to the above URL- two days after the last Zine!

F is for Fashion

http://www.fashion-era.com/  http://www.fashion.net
This one is for the girls! Fashion Era is a fairly functional information site about trends in fashion by decade and is largely text-based. Fashion Net features a search engine that is fashion specific, links to industry sites, and comes with flash graphics and music. The site is the equivalent to a glossy magazine!
G is for Games

http://www.popcap.com/  http://www.seethru.co.uk/zine/south_coast/helicopter_game.htm
Pop Cap is a site offering free downloads of games, but you can also play these online. 

The Helicopter game can be very addictive!

H is for Hot Topics

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/hottopics
For the latest info on the Bushfires, Drugs in Sport, and the Academy Awards visit Hot Topics.

I is for Infonet

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/infonet
Be sure to check out the latest information from Victoria's libraries.

J is for Jobs

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/infonet/jobs.cgi
Looking for a new job? Positions are updated regularly through the Infonet's job site.

K is for Koha

http://www.koha.org  http://www.linuxworld.com.au/index.php?id=1466489879
Koha is the Maori word for "gift". It is also the name of an open-source (free) library management system. 

L is for Librarian's Index to the Internet

http://www.lii.org
An oldie but a goodie. According to the site " LII is a searchable, annotated subject directory of more than 11,000 Internet resources selected and evaluated by librarians for their usefulness to users of public libraries. " LII.org is based in California and has 1 fulltime and 4 part-time staff. A great resource.

M is for Museum

http://infozone.museum.vic.gov.au 

Discover the information and research expertise of the Melbourne Museum. There are links to issues, their online catalogue, Learning Resource Centre and heaps more.

N is for National Placenames Survey

http://www.anps.mq.edu.au/
The aim of the Australian national Placenames survey is to prepare a national register of geographic names. The site provides access to a range of other online gazettes.

O is for Open Road

http://www.openroad.vic.gov.au  http://www.openroad.net.au/mcl/
An online directory of multicultural resources. Its sister site MCL-Net offers library staff resources to assist multicultural library users. 

P is for Papers

http://www.alia.org.au/conferences/online2003/conferencepapers/
http://www.vala.org.au/conf2004.htm
Online 2003 finished in late January- many of the papers are now available for viewing. One to watch for is "Rethinking Public Library Web Sites by Ian Hildebrand of South Australia's City of Charles Sturt Library Service at http://www.alia.org.au/conferences/online2003/conferencepapers/hildebrand.htm
VALA is also calling for papers for its 2004 conference in Melbourne in February next year.

Q is for Quotes

http://labs.google.com/cgi-bin/webquotes
Google WebQuotes are in beta mode, but you can do a keyword search and receive list of sites which are annotated with comments from other sites.
R is for Reference Bookshelf

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/rb
The Reference Bookshelf aims to provide quality online resources that have been evaluated by Victorian library staff. The aim is to provide information of Victorian/Australian origin wherever possible.

S is for Skyscrapers

http://www.skyscrapers.com/english/buildings/skyscrapers/statistics/top100skyscrapers/index.html 
http://whyfiles.org/170skyscraper/index.html
World's database on skyscrapers (from Tania Barry from Wyndham) and The future of skyscrapers after 9/11

T is for Training

http://www.infopeople.org/training/past/
Infopeople is a resource from the California State Library and has a HUGE range of training material from a variety of courses including Digitisation, Web Development, Grant writing and Online resources on the Web. Depending on the course, Powerpoint, PDF amd Word documents are available, covering handouts and exercises.

U is for United Nations 

http://portal.unesco.org/education/ev.php?URL_ID=5000&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201
The United Nations launched on February 13 the Literacy Decade which goes from 2003-2012. Check the site for information on literacy statistics and ways regions are trying to improve literacy amongst their population.

V is for Victorian Biography Resource Centre

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/vbrc
Famous Victorians are being added all the time. If you have a suggestion for a famous figure, let us know!

W is for Whyfiles

http://www.whyfiles.org
A great site for explaining science and technology and how they affect our everyday lives. A new article is posted every week, and you can search their archives for previous articles.

X is for ask an expert

http://www.askanexpert.com
A collection of specialised ask a sites which are categorised by subject. Under animals you can email questions to people specialising in pet care, marine animals, insects and reptiles. You can also evaluate the experts via a form on the site.

Y is for contemporarY quotations (I know this is stretching it, but we're nearly at the end!)

http://www.bartleby.com/63/
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations cover 1950-1988 and include over 10,000 quotations from over 4,00 sources. This online version os based on the print version published in 2000.

Z is for Zine- the Vicnet Zine!

http://www.vicnet.net.au/zine/
The Vicnet Zine is a monthly publication with an abundance of links to a wide range of community events, organizations, and links of interest. Click on the URL and subscribe today.  

The Virtual Library Zine is edited by Brendan Fitzgerald and Stephanie McGlinchey

