Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #45 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 20 January 2003

It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
Start planning those holiday programs…

http://www.info.vic.gov.au/faqs/index.html
Information Victoria has released the dates of public holidays and school terms until 2005.

Scholarship opportunities for library students

http://www.clir.org/fellowships/rovelstad/rovelstad.html
The Council on Library and Information Resources is offering a scholarship for a student of library and information science to attend the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) in Berlin, in August 2003. Citizens of all countries are invited to apply. 

Jobs, Jobs and more Jobs!

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/infonet/jobs.cgi
The Infonet is currently advertising positions in Hume, Upper Murray, Frankston and Stonnington. There is a permanent link to Jobs located near the top right hand of the page.

Doctor, Doctor

http://www.update-software.com/cochrane
http://www.healthinsite.gov.au 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au
These sites were recently in Incite. They all provide access to information which comes from approved partners and which has been vetted for accuracy. You can find these and many more at the Health and Medicine link at Victoria's Virtual Library/s Reference Bookshelf at http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/rb Thanks to Alan Thompson from Eastern Regional Libraries for highlighting these sites!

Ever thought you were a genius?

http://www.highiqsociety.org/
Puzzles and IQ tests from this group that welcomes "people  from all walks of life who have an IQ in the top five percent  of the population and who want to be part of our global     community" on the Internet. 

One more for the road…

http://www.history-of-beer.com/
This site explains the history of beer, how it is made, the types of beer available in easy to understand language. There are links to sister sites such as http://www.history-of-wine.com and http://www.history-ofowhisky.com 
Best Free Reference Web Site

The US-based Reference and Users Services Association (RUSA) have published their 4th list of the best free reference websites.While there are several sites which are specifically American in content, there are a large number which  anyone would find helpful. Some of these include

Biography.com (http://www.biography.com) -over 25,000 biographies

Find Articles (http://www.findarticles.com) 

Free Medical Journals (http://www.freemedicaljournals.com)

Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org)

Resource Discovery Network (http://www.rdn.ac.uk) - over 35,000 web resources from "the invisible web"

Universal Currency Converter (http://www.xe.com/ucc)

For a full listing, go to "Best free reference web sites: fourth annual list", Reference and User Services Quarterly, Fall 2002 v42 i1 p34. Available through Infotrac Onefile, one of databases available through Gulliver!

Further news to report…Future of libraries

In the last Zine, an article on the Future on Libraries in Canada mentioned GLOBAL LIBRARIAN a collaborative email reference service which covers libraries from Canada and United Kingdom in the partnership. 

The article mentioned the service was looking for an Australian partner, which is now Eastern Regional Libraries! ERL answers questions when the other partners have gone off-duty, or to bed. Gail White reports " We have been involved since the beginning of December and it is has proved very worthwhile and an interesting exercise for our own librarians who are involved."
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