Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #42 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 12 December 2002

It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
New Look for the Virtual Library

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au
From Tuesday December 10, Victoria's Virtual Library launched its new look and new content. Additions include the Reference Bookshelf, Victorian Biography Resources, a collection of online resources about Famous Victorians. The Infonet features an events calendar, where library staff can add details of meetings, and a collection of IT resources known as Tips and Tricks. Please note we are still hunting for bugs and glitches in the new database, so if there is anything missing, please let us know by emailing Stephanie at stephaniem@vicnet.net.au
Hot Topics Update

The Victorian State Election Hot Topic was one of the most popular, with 463 visits since its creation- averaging over 100 visits a week. New topics include Water Usage, Drought and Christmas which has returned to the Hot Topic list.

Archaeological Collage

http://www.reed.edu/~cosmo/AC.html
This site presents an innovative approach to looking at historical change and transformation in the urban environment. The creator has taken 21 historic photographs and contemporary photographs of the same location in Portland, Oregon. The innovative element is that users can scan through three different settings of the same location: Past, Collage (which blends both the Past and Present, and Present. A great way of displaying changes in the urban environment over time. A Shockwave plug-in is needed to view the site.

E-library for kids

www.icdlbooks.org
The International Children's Digital Library provides access to 200 titles from more than 27 cultures in more than 15 different languages. Within five years it is expected to hold 10,000 titles aimed at children aged from 3 to 13.

Filtering gone crazy

http://www.activedayton.com/ddn/local/daily/1122flesh.html
An article from the Dayton Daily News- Flesh Public Library, in Piqua, Ohio, had its own website blocked by NetNanny because "flesh" appeared in its domain name. Instead of enabling NetNanny to accept their domain name, they changed it to www.piqua.lib.oh.us
More on Filtering

http://www.cnn.com/2002/HEALTH/12/11/internet.health.ap/index.html
http://sethf.com/anticensorware/smartfilter/damage6.php
Two articles which relate to how filtering can affect the retrieval of legitimate content from the Internet. An article from CNN refers to how filters can block a "modest" amount of information, especially those related to safe sex and condoms. The other article gives examples of how one filtering software had blocked particular health sites.

A couple of things you can be doing in the library while borrowers have disappeared to do their Christmas shopping…
1.      Read the Review of the Statewide Marketing Project. It’s available on the Infonet- all 84 pages of it!

2.      Browse the jobs on the Infonet. There are positions at Stonnington and Hume Library Service.

3.      Check out the Myer Christmas windows online at http://www.myer.com.au/christmas/
4.      Become a Hot Topics Contributor and search the web for links to current Topics!

Check the Infonet at http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/infonet
The Virtual Library Zine is edited by Brendan Fitzgerald and Stephanie McGlinchey
