Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #4!

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/ 

***********************************************************

We currently have 282 subscribers to the Zine, many of whom are public 

library workers and interested information seekers. Please tell your 

friends and colleagues about the Zine and have them join up if you think it 

would be a useful resource for them. They can join the Zine here - 

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/maillist/ 

The Zine will be published monthly and will highlight new websites of 

interest, report on progress of the Virtual Library and other 

Libraries Online projects and report on other news relevant to library 

staff and users.

***********************************************************

* Word of the Month *

Hydropondriac (noun) A person who grows plants at night. 

(Actually we made this up- as if you hadn't worked that out)

If you are interested in words don't forget that on the 18th of April at the State Library of Victoria, Bernadette Paton, Principal Editor on the Oxford English Dictionary with be presenting a talk entitled  "A Captain Cook at the History of 'Chook'. Australian English and the Oxford

English Dictionary Revision Programme."

 If you wish to attend please RSVP brendanf@vicnet.net.au by the 11th of April.

***********************************************************

*Site of Interest *

Bartleby Updates Columbia Encyclopedia

Bartleby.com ( http://www.bartleby.com/ ) have released the 2001 update to the Columbia Encyclopedia. The new encyclopedia (available at http://www.bartleby.com/65/) has faster full-text searching, an index of over 17,000 biographical entries, and what looks like more multimedia cross- referencing. 

On the subject of encyclopedias have a try of the open source encyclopedia at www.nupedia.com.

This uses the model of development that Linux pioneered in developing operating system software.  We would be interested in feedback on this.

***********************************************************

*Funny Story of the Month

from http://www.topfive.com/

The Top 16 Signs Your Cat is Overweight

3.He only catches mice that get trapped in his gravitational pull.

***********************************************************

*Crazy site of the Month *

Only because the football season is here, http://www.thebladder.com/

***********************************************************

*Youth Site of the Month *

Teenzone, a website for the kids of the west by the kids of the west was officially launched

by the Hon. Justin Madden MLC at Brimbank. Check it out for info about events like the coming 2loud concert at St Albans! http://www.brim.vic.gov.au/library/Teenzone/default.htm

***********************************************************

*Valuing our Veterans Online Chat Forum on Tuesday 24 April 2 - 3pm*

The State Library of Victoria will present an online chat forum  "Valuing Our Veterans", which has been supported by the Commonwealth Department of Veterans' Affairs. You can participate in this forum by registering on the link from the State Library's front page - http://www.slv.vic.gov.au. This will be available from Monday 23 April. Instructions on how to participate in the forum are available from the Forum link.

Contact Jane Miller on03 9669 9047 or jmiller@slv.vic.gov.au for further information.

***********************************************************

*Fashion Tip of the Month *

Brown ties-they hide the curry stains and you can open beer bottles with them. 

***********************************************************

*New Browser for Blind Web Users*

CNET is reporting ( http://news.cnet.com/news/0-1005-200-5044435.html ) about a new browser for blind Web users. The browser, from WeMedia, converts Web pages to text-only format and speaks them to the user. WeMedia is available at http://www.wemedia.com/ ; it appears to be free. (Bear in mind, that this is version 1.). 

We would be interested in feedback on this if any Virtual Library Ziners have time to have a look at this browser.

* News *

<Latest Hot Topics> 

Australian Dollar, Australian Economy, Depleted Uranium, Don Bradman, 

Economy Class Syndrome, Federation, Human Genome Project, Indian 

earthquake, The Year 2000 in Review, Valentine's Day

<Statistics> 

Over 200,000 hits for the month of March 2001!!!

<Ask a Question Trial> 

Casey Cardinia Library Corporation has had a sterling month of questions and answers, 30 in all. Margaret Downie and the staff at Casey Cardinia report that the age of people asking questions varies greatly with the youngest being 9 and the oldest 80. The average age of people asking questions was 38. Bayside Library Service are taking the questions for March 2001. Ask a question @ http://libraries.vic.gov.au/question/

Question of the month: 

"Can you find any information on George Alexander Elmslie who was a premier of the Victorian Government in 1913? He was only Premier for 14 days. Why? 

He died in 1918.Was his death due to the Spanish flu epidemic of that time?"

If you are interested in the answer email me brendanf@vicnet.net.au

<Gulliver> 

Read the Gulliver report presented at the last VICLINK meeting @ http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/gulliver/GulliverreportDec2000.doc 

41 Libraries have committed to Gulliver and final negotiations are about to begin.

We welcome your comments and any contributions to the Zine. Please 

email brendanf@vicnet.net.au Next issue April 2001.

If you are having any problems receiving the Zine please email 

brendanf@vicnet.net.au

Zine Editors: Andrew Cunningham and Brendan Fitzgerald 

*********************************************************** 

***********************************************************





