Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #37 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
New Hot Topics- Do you think there should be a levy on plastic bags? Look at the

"Plastic Bag Tax" Hot Topic and make up your own mind. Go to Hot Topics at

http://libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/libsonline/hottopics/index.cgi
Ebooks for free

http://www.e-book.com.au/freebooks.htm 

This page presents links to and information concerning a huge number of e-books available free on the Web.  In most cases they can be read online in their HTML version, while many can also be downloaded as files to read offline on PCs, laptops, handheld devices (Palms, Handsprings, Pocket PCs, Psions etc) or on dedicated e-reader devices. This resource is now freely available for public use, and libraries may link directly to it if desired. 

New website look for Casey Cardinia

http://www.cclc.vic.gov.au
Casey-Cardinia Library Corporation have revamped their website. You can access information about library events, download their newsletter and email book reviews to the library, as well as accessing their catalogue and online databases.

Did you know…?

http://webopedia.internet.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/HistoryofAtSign.asp
The '@' sign that is so prevalent today was first used in email in 1972. It is thought to have been in use since the sixth or seventh centuries, when scribes adapted the sign from the Latin word ad, meaning at, to, or forward. Webopedia is a great resource for computer and IT terms and jargon. Amaze your IT librarian with your new-found knowledge! Thanks to Peter Schmidt at Vicnet for this site.

Sample Libraries Policies

http://winslo.state.oh.us/publib/policies.html
A collection of sample libraries policies aimed at public and school libraries. Collected by the State Library of Ohio, they are arranged in alphabetical order, and may provide a guide for library managers everywhere.

Wired Life: Use of public libraries grows with the Internet

http://www.sacbee.com/content/business/story/4460123p-5480900c.html
The story is based on experiences in Californian public libraries, which have seen library usage rise with Internet usage. People are needing help navigating the web, and are realising that free resources such as books are readily available! Thanks to Frances Savage from Vicnet for the link.

L Site

http://lsite.vicroads.vic.gov.au/index2.html
This site is aimed at those people going for their Learner's permits and their Probationary Licences. You will find quizzes, self-assesment tools to help them pass their tests, and tips and fact on driving. The site relies heavily on Flash- be warned! 

Erratum- In the last zine, a tip about using Google to locate articles form The Age newspaper was mistakenly attributed to Maryanne Gosling. It should have been attributed to Lynette Lewis of Yarra Plenty. 

If you do have any tips or interesting websites you wish to share with the world, email stephaniem@vicnet.net.au I will get your name right!

The zine is edited by Brendan Fitzgerald and Stephanie McGlinchey

