Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #30 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
Sail the seven seas with Atlas of the oceans

http://www.oceansatlas.org/index.jsp
Launched on World Environment Day, the United Nations and leading scientific institutions launched the first Internet atlas of the world's oceans to monitor and hopefully heal the waters that play a critical role in sustaining life on earth. The site contains 14 global maps, and over 2,000 documents on 900 subjects ranging from climate change, fishing areas and ship piracy to poisonous algae, offshore oil and recreation activities.

But wait there's more with Geography IQ

http://www.GeographyIQ.com/
A world atlas with geographic, economic, political, historical and cultural information. It includes maps, flags, and a currency converter, as well as climate and time zone information.
Play with words #1

http://www.logophilia.com
From Paul Mc Fedries (the man behind the Idiot's guide series of books) comes a website for those that love words. The site celebrates new words, and old words which are enjoying a comeback. Word games abound!

Play with words #2

http://abc.net.au/wordmap/
There are many Australian words which are popular in a particular region- the site from the ABC aims to bring them all together. You can search for popular words by region, add a word and link to the Macquarie Dictionary as well. For students there is a schools section, which offers creative writing competitions.

Census 2001 goes live at the State Library

http://www.abs.gov.au/census/
The State Library of Victoria is to host the ABS launch of the 2002 census, by the Governor of Victoria, on Monday 17 June. The launch will coincide with a national launch and the census information being available live on line from 10.00 am. 

Have you Yahoo'd lately?

http://www.yahoo.com/beta.html
Beta version of new Yahoo home page is up for viewing- you can let them know if you love it or loathe it!

Web Tools to try

Link checker

 http://home.snafu.de/tilman/xenulink.html 

Xenu Link Sleuth, performs link verification is done on "normal" links, images, frames, plug-ins, backgrounds, local image maps, style sheets, scripts and java applets. The software can re-check broken links (useful for temporary network errors) and detects and reports redirected URLs. The software is free and system requirements are Microsoft Windows 95/98/ME/NT/2000/XP, WININET.DLL required.

PC Timer
http://www.buffalosoftware.net/pctimer.htm
For internet users at the library that will not get off the PCs at the end of the session. You can download a free 30-day trial version. The cost for it is US$12.95 (applicable for 1 PC only)- there is a CDROM you can purchase which would be good for multiple users, but this is a slightly different version. 

Please note it is always a good idea to test the software first before unleashing it in the public library- that's right- try it at home!
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