Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #29 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
World Cup Hot Topic

http://libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/libsonline/hottopics/index.cgi
For all the information you need on the World Cup, visit Hot Topics. Other Hot Topics include East Timor (newly independent), Maternity Leave, and Chroming, which is the second most popular topic after Boat people.

News from the Infonet

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/infonet/
A one-stop information point for Victorian library staff, the Infonet provides access to reports, minutes and jobs in Victorian Public libraries. The latest information can be found from the front page, with further information about organizations available from drop-down boxes at the bottom of the page. Access the latest job, especially from the Library Network Unit from the Infonet.

Annual Survey of Victorian Public Libraries 2000-2001

http://www.doi.vic.gov.au/doi/internet/localgov.nsf/headingpagesdisplay/local+government+publications (PDF)

Check out how each library service fared in the Annual Survey. You will need Adobe Acrobat to read this document, which is 78 pages long. Alternatively you can purchase a hard copy from Information Victoria http://www.information.vic.gov.au 

Amnesty International 2002 Report

http://web.amnesty.org/web/ar2002.nsf
Amnesty International has just released its Annual Report, which covers January-December 2001. The report documents human rights abuses, in 152 countries, including Australia. Regional summaries are given, with links to specific countries.

Enter the Google Laboratory

http://labs.google.com/
Ever wanted to know how search engines develop various features, such as searching for particular files, like pdf, or images? Enter Google labs to view and test the latest offerings including Google Glossary, Google Sets, Voice Search and Keyboard Shortcuts. They can be tested and feedback is always welcomed!

New Zealand Statistical Information

http://www.stats.govt.nz/
New Zealand will release census information atht e end of May 2002. The information will be released at Statistics New Zealand and will include 300 databases of information and census data from 1991 and 1996. Check out the front page has a quick snapshot of population and unemployment rate, and the site has its own population clock. No sheep mentioned though…

Photoshop Tutorial

http://www.trainingtools.com/online/photoshop6/index.htm
Presented by Trainingtools.com, Learning Photoshop 6.0 is a free online, multi-levelled training module. The course covers a range of information including how to create new and static images, banners, buttons and rollovers, navigation bars, and Web pages with

ImageReady. It also covers the use of selections, channels, and layers, as well as information on how to edit images. 

Useless Website?

http://www.uselessknowledge.com
This site is aimed at trivia buffs and the young at heart. Test how much useless knowledge you know with their quizzes, groan at their useless jokes, take their surveys to find out your IQ.

Is Harry Potter yesterday's news?

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2002/05/18/1021544084561.html
For those who may not have seen this, an article in The Age reports on the decline of children's book publishing that not even JK Rowling can turn around. Many acclaimed children's authors are struggling. A solution suggested is placing children's authors in schools and libraries. 
Calling all young writers! Young writers in years 9-11 in country Victoria are being asked to write a 500 word essay on "What wisdom from the past should we heed in 2002 and why?" The competition closes July 29, 2002 and winning entries will be posted on the The Weekly Times website (http://www.theweeklytimes.com.au) . Send entries to The Weekly Times Young Writers Essay Competition, PO Box 14681 Melbourne City MC, 3001.

The Virtual Library Zine is edited by Brendan Fitzgerald and Stephanie McGlinchey

