Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #27 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full
News from Ask a Librarian- The service has just received its first question from China! The question related to the life and history of Charles LaTrobe. Many thanks to Linda from Casey- Cardinia for participating in the Ask a Librarian service. Lynette Lewis from Yarra Plenty will be answering questions for May. If your library service would like to participate for a month, please email Stephanie at stephaniem@vicnet.net.au
Pierce.Penetrate.Puncture- Contemporary writing by young people

http://www.umrl.nsw.gov.au/ppp/index.htm
A great way to reach out to young adults, this site offers the chance for budding writers in North Eastern Victoria to develop their skills, and to be published online. It was developed in conjunction with the Upper Murray Regional Library, Arts Victoria, Noise and local government. The story "Britney Spears- She Devil in disguise" is very thought-provoking!

News from the US-

Gary Price- an internet librarian and consultant had this to say about public libraries in the US. 

It would also apply to public libraries here in Australia! 

"If you haven’t visited your public library lately, you really should. There you’ll find trained and qualified professionals who have access to resources beyond what you can find from Google or any other open web search engine. If you don’t want to visit the library building, many of the services are available to you free without ever having to leave your home. The reach of today’s public library extends way past its walls. Are you aware of  “virtual reference desk” services where you can get an experienced librarian to assist and guide you without ever having to leave your home or office. Cool! Finally, did you know many public libraries in the U.S. offer FREE REMOTE ACCESS to fee-based databases? These databases contain full-text and full-image articles from thousands of publications. Material that no matter how hard you searched you couldn’t find from Google or any other search engine. All you need is a library card."
Decisions, decisions- 2,000 cat names

http://www.petrix.com/catnames/
If you're having difficulty choosing a name for your moggy, look no further than this site. The selection ranges from popular culture (Buffy, Darth Vader) to the academic (Semper Fidelis) and to the wacky (Ogopogo, Furrball).

Timeline of Art History

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/splash.htm
From the Metropolitan Museum of Art, this site encompasses world art history from 20,000 BC to 1400 AD. Eventually the site will reach the present day. The site is navigable by a timeline, a world map or by themes. A great resource for Art History buffs.

But wait there's more! Art Trails Through the Victoria's Regional Galleries
http://amol.org.au/art_trails/
Designed and maintained by Australian Museums Online, this Web site is a repository of Victorian museum galleries. The galleries are organized into six sections or trails -- Coasting the Bay, Prospecting the Goldfields, Southern Treasures, Midlands Adventure, Gippsland Jewels, and Western Wonders. Details about each gallery visited are given, including website and opening hours.

Current State of Play of the Internet

www.noie.gov.au/stateofplay
The National Office of the Information Economy has just released "The Current State of Play: Australia's Scorecard", a study into online participation, infrastructure development and business e-readiness. This is a PDF and will require Adobe Acrobat.

Extra- Read all about it

http://www.lisnews.com/
The site is a collaborative weblog on Library and Information Science News. Contributors are always needed- eternal fame and glory, but no riches- this is a collaborative site!

Why the towers fell

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/wtc/
A PBS companion site to a documentary which appeared in the last week of April in the United States. The site provides an insight into the architecture of the World Trade Centre, survivor's stories and theories given as to how they fell.
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