Welcome to Virtual Library Zine #20 http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au 
It is aimed at staff in public libraries and anyone interested in Web and electronic resources. 

If you think you know someone who would like to receive this publication, forward it, or let them know they can join by sending a message to majordomo@vicnet.net.au . Leave the subject blank and in the body of the text write

subscribe vvlzine your@email.address.in.full

Be sure to check the Infonet for the latest news, events and jobs.

A Dictionary of Slang
http://www.peevish.co.uk/slang/news.htm
'A Dictionary of Slang' is an amusing reference guide of the rich and colourful language known as slang.  The "monster online dictionary" was created by Ted Duckworth and is written from a British perspective. However, the dictionary includes many words and phrases that originate from outside the United Kingdom, and in such cases, if known, indicates the

country of origin. It is important to note that all submissions are verified for

meaning and use before listed in the dictionary.

Assessing Quality of Information on the Web

http://www.virtualchase.com/howto/assess_quality.html
An article from The Virtual Chase, a web site dedicated to Legal Research on the World Wide Web. Although brief, it gives some good points for evaluating web resources, and for verifying if the information provided is correct.

Internet is shrinking! BBC  report 

http://c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?E29856379
There are many ways to measure the Internet, and by one measurement -- the number of sites on the Internet --it's shrinking slightly. This shrinkage has been blamed on the slowing down of domain registration. 
Google adds wildcard to searches

http://www.google.com  

Google has made using "the" unnecessary by adding a word-sized asterisk to its search syntax., e.g "three * mice" will find three green mice, three blind mice, etc. This asterisk CANNOT be used for part of a word. If you try to search for "three bl* mice" you'll get no results. 

1901: Living at the Time of the Census 

http://www.pro.gov.uk/pathways/census/default.htm
1901 Census for England and Wales

http://www.censushelpdesk.co.uk/
Assembled from the vast historical treasures of the UK Public Record Office this virtual

exhibition "uses words, pictures and documents to open a door onto life in1901." Intended as an easily understood introduction to family and community historical research, the exhibition also works well in explaining the life and times of the people documented in the 1901 census. The second site is the online release of the 1901 census for England and Wales. Initial response literally has been overwhelming and "exceeded expectations by a factor of 20." Temporarily offline, the PRO expects to put the Web site back online shortly after enhancing infrastructure to accommodate the demand.
Circus news

http://www.circustuff.com/links/
If you're looking for over 300 links to do with the circus, check out the searchable subject index at Circus Stuff. Categories include circus companies, vendors, circus skills (juggling, 

something called diablo?, etc.) and festivals and conventions. 

 Urban Legends

http://www.ulrc.com.au/
A homegrown site (Queensland), with an international flavour. Users can search for Urban Legends, Ghost Legends and Superstitions
Searching for Images on the Web- Research Libraries Group 

http://www.rlg.org/preserv/diginews/diginews5-6.html#faq
The December 2001 edition of RLG Diginews has an article on searching for images on the Web using search engines. Looking at a variety of sites, including Ithaki an image metasearch engine (http://www.todalanet.com/images/) the article also evaluates the performance of each, with Google rating a good mention. 

Hot off the press!

Human Rights Watch World Report 2002 

http://www.hrw.org/wr2k2/
Human Rights Watch has just released its twelfth annual review of human rights practices around the globe in the 2002 Human Rights Watch World Report. This report addresses developments in sixty-six countries, covering the period from November 2000 through November 2001. Australia's response to asylum seekers features in the Asia chapter.

One for the children's librarians ERIC's Internet Resources for Children
http://www.ericit.org/weblinks/weblinks.shtml
ERIC Clearinghouse on Information & Technology (ERIC/IT), hosted by the Information Institute at Syracuse University, has released a new publication on Internet resources for children. This site provides links to some of the best educational resources available online and describes over 50 high-quality, (mostly) annotated Internet resources for primary-school aged children.
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