Welcome to Zine #2, the January 2001 edition of the Virtual Library Zine!

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/

Happy New Year to you all!!

***********************************************************

We currently have 256 subscribers to the Zine, many of whom are public

library workers and interested information seekers. Please tell your friends

and colleagues about the Zine and have them join up if you think it would be

a useful resource for them. They can join the Zine here -

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/maillist/

The Zine will be published monthly and will highlight new websites of

interest, report on progress of the Virtual Library and other Libraries

Online projects and report on other news relevant to library staff and users.

***********************************************************

* Site of Interest *

A Search Engine for Bookworms

Allreaders ( http://www.allreaders.com) allows you to search for book

information through several different elements, including plot and main

character. The site divides the books into several genres (literature,

sci-fi, romance, etc.). The site covers several authors but it's not

comprehensive. It includes book summaries and book reviews and is definately

worth a look.

***********************************************************

* Crazy Trivia of the Month *

The Collected Chalk Board Quotes of Bart from "The Simpsons"

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Agora/5240/

***********************************************************

* Funny Story of the Month

From: Sara Weissman <weissman@APOLLO.GTI.NET>

Originally posted on: DIG_REF@LISTSERV.SYR.EDU

"Last night, 7ish, I answer e-ref for patron (comes in to library from time

to time)..send him DNS record  he needed. This morning  he walks  in, stops

at desk and  says "did  you get my mail?" "Yes, the  answer is in your

mailbox..and (scribble, scribble on slip of paper) here's the URL you

can use in future to find that information." She hands him paper.."Gee!

thanks! I  haven't checked my mail yet." Patron walks five feet away, sits

down at Internet  station, gets his mail and sends a thank  you note--to the

librarian sitting  five feet behind him. Welcome to the 21st century??!"

------------------------

Morris County Library

http://www.gti.net/mocolib1/MCL.html

***********************************************************

* Funny Story of the Month #2

Unknown source

"The insane Canterbury University Library Notice Board (thing) by Ben Figgin

Wed May 24 2000 at 01:29 utc Inside the main library at Canterbury

University lies the Library Noticeboard. At a glance, this noticeboard looks

like any other. It has suggestion forms, a suggestion box and the

suggestions are put on the board with replies. However, on closer

inspection, the notices are a little...odd? Suggestions like a hydroslide or

paint ball are frequent, or questions like "What is the Matrix?" and "Where

are my shoes?" are frequent. Suggestions like "A cauldron of rocks to throw

at cellphone users" or even "No more apples in the vending machine please".

Not only are these notices frequent, but the librarian Gail, a sort of Agony

Aunt cross Comedian cross Notice sorter-outerer answers every one, most of

the time with humorous replies, like "I haven't got them. I looked behind

the pot plant and everywhere....." and the like.

Not yer everyday library noticeboard for sure."

***********************************************************

* Word of the Month *

spondulicks n. pl. (sl.) money

***********************************************************

* Youth Site of the Month *

Kid's Web -   http://www.kidsvista.com/index.html

"A comprehensive digital learning resource library and information portal...

serving students, parents and teachers.

Kid's Web goal is to present students with a subset of the Web that is very

simple to navigate, and contains information targeted at the K-12 level.

Each subject section, contains a list of links to information that is

understandable and interesting to school kids. There are also links to

external lists of material on each subject which more advanced students can

browse for further information." 

***********************************************************

* Fashion Tip of the Month *

Go Gold! Gold is the hottest accessory of the moment according to Marie

Claire http://marieclaire.com/mc/articles/70gold11.htm

***********************************************************

* Internet tip of the month *

In Internet Explorer (IE) you can right click the toolbar to bring up a

menu. Click "customize" and you can add things such as "Size" to enable

users to increase or decrease the font-size at the click of the mouse button.

***********************************************************

* Who's where *

Laura Bush, the soon-to-be First Lady of the United States was a

teacher-librarian.

Geoff Ruckow, formerly of Monash Public Library is now CEO, Whitehorse

Manningham Regional Library Corporation.

***********************************************************

* News *

<Latest Hot Topics>

Check out http://libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/libsonline/hottopics/index.cgi

Australia Day

Australian Economy

Australian Open Tennis

Depleted Uranium

El Salvador earthquake

Federation

Indian earthquake

New Year Celebrations

The Year 2000 in Review

Valentine's Day

<Statistics>

132,000 hits in January so far on Victoria's Virtual Library. Total hits

since June 2000 is 857,449.

<Ask a Question Trial>

This month (January) Hume-Moonee Valley Regional Library Corporation are

answering questions. Congratulations and thanks to Eastern Regional

Libraries for answering last month's questions! State Library Services, State

Library of Victoria is rostered on for February. Ask a question @ http://libraries.vic.gov.au/question/

Question of the month: 

"What is the history of fishing on the Mornington Peninsula?"

<Gulliver>

Read the Gulliver report presented at the last VICLINK meeting @

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/gulliver/GulliverreportDec2000.doc

<Infonet>

New on the Infonet:

Jobs @ Eastern, Glen Eira, Kingston, Frankston, Yarra Plenty

Connecting Communities presentation given by Donna Martin @ Libraries Online

forum in Dec 2000

"Creating content for cyberspace - Victoria's Virtual Library" Paper

presented by Brendan Fitzgerald and Rebecca Toohey @ the Information Online

2001 conference

***********************************************************

We welcome your comments and any contributions to the Zine. Please email

rebeccat@vicnet.net.au Next issue February 2001.

If you are having any problems receiving the Zine please email

rebeccat@vicnet.net.au

Zine Editors: Rebecca Toohey and Brendan Fitzgerald with special

contributions from Frances Savage and Andrew Cunningham 

***********************************************************

***********************************************************

