Welcome to the inaugural edition of the Virtual Library Zine!

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/
Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year to you all!!

We have 191 subscribers to the Zine currently, many of whom are public

library workers and interested information seekers. Please tell your friends

and colleagues about the Zine and have them join up if you think it would be

a useful resource for them. They can join the Zine here -

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/maillist/
The Zine will be published monthly and will highlight new websites of

interest, report on progress of the Virtual Library and other Libraries

Online projects and report on other news relevant to library staff and users.

* Site of Interest *

Bibliotheca Alexandrina: Revival of the Ancient Library of Alexandria 

"With the heritage of the Ptolemies as its inspiration, the

new Library of Alexandria will attempt, according to its

charter, to build a sum of knowledge embracing the

writings of all peoples." (Navigate via the site map; the

site is also searchable.) Revival Project shows who's

involved, architectural design, and statistics. Ancient

Library has ancient history, archaeological marine

research in the presumed location of the ancient library,

and information about contemporary scholars. BA

Collections gives the mission of the library, what

materials will be collected, and examples of donations

and rare books. More about collections is available in

New BA. 

Sourced from http://www.libr.org/Juice/issues/vol3/LJ_3.47.html which quotes

the Librarians Index to the Internet: http://lii.org
* Crazy Fact of the Month *

Hay stacks catch fire if they get too wet. Source: the wife of Bruce Myers 

* Word of the Month *

pseudepigrapha

1.Spurious writings, especially writings falsely attributed to biblical

characters or times. 

2.A body of texts written between 200 B.C. and A.D. 200 and spuriously

ascribed to various prophets and kings of Hebrew Scriptures. 

(http://www.dictionary.com)

* Youth Site of the Month *

A great site for homework and fun! http://www.factmonster.com
* Fashion Tip of the Month *

Go Tinsel!

* Internet tip of the month *

Opera 5.0 released and available for free download- http://www.opera.com/
(The browser of choice for many).

* Who's where *

Stuart Hall is the new Manager VICNET

Gary Hardy is the new Manager VICNET Development

David Feighan is the ISP Manager at VICNET

Gabrielle Blair is the Library Co-ordinator at Brimbank Library &

Information Services  

Dr Jan Penney is the CEO at North Central Goldfields Regional Library

Corporation

Christine McClaren is the Library Operations Manager at West Gippsland

Regional Library Corporation

* News *

<Latest Hot Topics>

Aboriginal Reconciliation

Australian Economy

Christmas

Middle East Crisis

United States Election

Check out http://libraries.vic.gov.au/cgi-bin/libsonline/hottopics/index.cgi
<Statistics>

We're up to over 600,000 hits since July 2000!

<Ask a Question Trial>

This month (December) Eastern Regional Libraries are answering questions.

Congratulations and thanks to Yarra Melbourne for answering last month's

questions! Hume Moonee Valley Regional Library Corporation are rostered for

January 2001. Ask a question @ http://libraries.vic.gov.au/question/
Question of the month: 2 people have asked "How many shark attacks have

there been in Torquay?"

<Gulliver>

Read the Gulliver report presented at the last VICLINK meeting @

http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/gulliver/GulliverreportDec2000.doc
<Infonet>

New on the Infonet:

Link to ALIA 2000 conference proceedings

Call for papers for the ALIA RAISS conference in 2001

Stonnington Job

City of Boroondara Job

Anne Holmes' Report of Services and Collections

And lots of minutes to read to keep you up-to-date on goings on!!!

http://libraries.vic.gov.au/infonet/
* Promo for VICNET Zine *

Much inspiration for the Virtual Library Zine was sourced form the VICNET

Zine - join the VICNET Zine for news on VICNET @ http://www.vicnet.net.au/zine/
We welcome your comments and any contributions to the Zine. Please email

rebeccat@vicnet.net.au Next issue January 2001.

Zine Editors: Rebecca Toohey and Brendan Fitzgerald with special

contributions from Frances Savage

Season greetings to you all!!! Until next year...

